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declares the attitude of the Russian Government with regard to
further advances of its troops in Afghanistan, and renounces the
principle of further advance unless under provocation or in the
case of some extraordinary event such as a disturbance in Pendjeh.
This reservation provoked derisive exclamations from the least
prudent and responsible part of the Opposition but it was tem-
perately and prudently received by the House at large.
Mr. Gladstone also announced to the House that the Financial
convention for Egypt was to be signed tomorrow by the Am-
bassadors acting as Plenipotentiaries and that the Declaration
relating to it had actually been signed today. . . .
1193                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
\Telegram\                       WINDSOR CASTLE. 2yd March. 1885.
After Sir E. Baring's Telegram 171 of 22nd inst. you must make
Wolseley Governor General. You must overlook smaller objec-
tions and support Lord Wolseley by every means in your power.
Make his request known and do not refuse him, but remember
Gordon* The fighting at Suakim shows the immense difficulties
we have and refusal after this may entail additional bloodshed
and possible failure.
1194   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
[Telegram]                                                  2$rd March. 1885.
Your Majesty's telegram received and sent to Lord Granville to
whom I had already written on the various points raised by Sir
E. Baring's telegram.                                                          v
1195              General Ponsonby to Mr. Gladstone
WINDSOR CASTLE. March 24. 1885.
The Queen is very glad to hear you are going to comply to
some extent with Lord Wolseley's request.
1196  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
April 4. 1885.
Mr. Gladstone . . . reports that the Cabinet met today, and
were agreed in thinking that the Ministers for War and India
were sufficiently, authorised to proceed with such military pre-